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The Menakha district yielded the best results ; I worked it in the winter. Beside the pseudacanthis, mentioned above, I got a furtive little fellow in sober greyish brown (parisoma buryi]—one specimen only.
Quite a distinct accentor^ with a strong, whitish, eyebrow streak, occurs among the bushes and boulders along the main road coastwards from the town, and dingy little birds resembling finch-larks (which they are not) flit in small flocks along the barren slopes, and have acquired the proud title of poliospiza menachensis. They are fairly common too at Sok al-Khamis.
I got a new sub-species among the leafless walnut groves below Menakha, a modest little chap no bigger than a wren, with a tree-green coat and a light brown waistcoat. 1 hesitate to give his name—it is cryptolopha umbrovirens yemenemis, and he can't help it.
A new thrush may be found along the coffee gardens and scarped terraces of Menakha, a sizeable long-tailed bird of a general greyish brown with bright rust-red under the wings. He is a crafty customer, flickering across a narrow terrace to dive to the one below, and finally sulking among the coffee, where a careful search will reveal him perched a yard or two from your gun in thick cover—an impossible shot, and he knows it.
If I were asked to name the characteristic bird of Menakha, I should say the stonechat. At dawn on a wintry morning, with the mist hanging heavily across the ravines and all the world a-shiver, he will be the only bird about. He sits at frequent intervals, but always solitary, on rocks and boulders and stone-faced terraces in his conspicuous suit of black and white and grey, with his feathers fluffed up to keep out the cold. He is very tame, but if he thinks you &re going to pass too close to

